In the western South Atlantic, Antarctic Terns in breeding plumage are most likely to be confused with Arctic S. paradisaea and South American Terns S. hirundinacea in the same plumage. Arctic Tern is usually observed in non-breeding plumage in Brazil (Dias et al. 2012) . Nevertheless, in both breeding and non-breeding plumages their outermost primaries have narrow dark tips, forming a trailing edge (Olsen & Larsson 1995 , Shirihai 2008 . South American Tern is larger (41-43 cm in length vs. 32-34 cm), has a longer and heavier bill, ill-defined white cheeks, and darker outer webs to the outermost primaries (Escalante 1970 , Shirihai 2008 .
In addition to the specimen mentioned in Saunders & Salvin (1896) as taken off Santa Catarina (NHMUK 1894.10.28.9) , another (NHMUK 1923.8.8 .1) was collected on 21 July 1923 by Lieutenant H. S. Tracy at '28°35'S, 47°20'W, off coast of S. Brazil' (Fig. 1) . Data on their labels indicate that both specimens are males. They are in juvenile plumage with crown and nape black streaked/mottled white and buff and extending below the eye, forehead white spotted black, upperparts greyish barred brown, especially on the tertials, dark carpal bar on the upperwing, and underparts white. The bills are black and the legs and feet are blackish flesh (Fig. 3) . Their measurements (in mm), taken by HvG, are as follows: exposed culmen 33.1 and 33.3; tarsus 19.5 and 17.6; and wing 250 and 255. Juvenile Antarctic Terns have the throat and breast washed brown; however, partial moult of the head and body begins in March, consequently older juveniles have generally white underparts (Harrison 1991 , Shirihai 2008 .
Juvenile Antarctic and South America Terns are similar in plumage but, according to Murphy (1938) , they are separable on size. However, Murphy (1938) only presented measurements of adults of the six currently accepted subspecies of Antarctic Tern. S. v. gaini of the South Shetland Islands and the Antarctic Peninsula, and S. v. tristanensis of Tristan da Cunha are largest, whereas S. v. georgiae of South Georgia, the South Orkney, South Sandwich and Bouvet Islands is smallest but longest-winged. The other three subspecies breed on islands in the southern Indian Ocean and New Zealand region, and are all intermediate in size (Murphy 1938 , Burger & Gochfeld 1996 .
Recently fledged juvenile terns are smaller than adults. For example, in Sandwich Terns Thalasseus sandvicensis on Griend, in the Dutch Wadden Sea, growth of body mass and wing length are almost complete within 100 days of hatching (Stienen & Brenninkmeijer 2002) . Similarly, according to Murphy (1936 Murphy ( : 1108 , juvenile Antarctic Terns on Petermann Island, Antarctica, attain the size of adults within three months of hatching. We assume both specimens had completed their growth, since they have white underparts and were collected in July. Their measurements agree with those given by Murphy (1938) for Antarctic Terns breeding on islands in the South Atlantic and on the Antarctic Peninsula (cf. Table 2 ).
All three Brazilian Antarctic Tern records were made during the austral winter. For most of the year, the oceanography off the Brazilian coast is dominated by the warm South Equatorial and Brazil Currents, resulting in waters of relatively low biological productivity (Longhurst & Pauly 1987) . However, in winter strong southerly winds reach the southern Brazilian coast and, as a result, the cold, nutrient-rich Malvinas/Falkland Current advances over the continental shelf (Garcia 1997) . This phenomenon causes an increase in biological productivity and a rapid influx of Antarctic and sub-Antarctic organisms, including seabirds (Murphy 1936 , Palacio 1982 , Carlos 2009 ). In the western South Atlantic, migrant Antarctic Terns occur off Argentina (Burger & Gochfeld 1996 , Favero & Rodríguez 2005 and may well reach southern Brazil more regularly in the wake of intense cold weather systems. 
